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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The present Office Action is taken in response to Applicant's communication filed 
June 18, 2009 responding to non-Final rejection dated March 05, 2009. Applicant's 
amendment and/or arguments have been considered with the results that follow. 

2. Claims 1-5 are now pending in the application under prosecution as claim 6-8 
have been canceled by applicant's amendment. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
2004/0143695 (Hashimoto). 

With respect to claim 1 , Hoshimoto teaches A method of backing up vehicular 
data in a vehicular system that includes an engine electronic control unit for 
controlling an engine and a plurality of electronic units including a data storing 
function (electronic control apparatus is provided with a program memory, a 
data memory) [Par. 0012-0015], with the vehicular system being configured 
such that data can be transmitted and received between the engine electronic 
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control unit and the electronic units via a vehicular communication network 
(vehicular electronic control apparatus provided with microprocessor to 
control the vehicle electric loads on the basis of operational states and 
transfer section for transferring variable control data) [Par. 0013-0015], the 

method comprising: recognizing with a flag in the engine electronic control unit, a 
first time the engine electronic control unit is installed (a flag to indicate changes 
as control variable data and history information data being subjected to learning 
corrections and history changes); storing the most recent content of accumulated 
data including an engine running time data and a running history data in the 
engine electronic control unit and as backup data in the electronic units via the 
vehicular communication network at an appropriate time (reference data written 
in advance to the reference data storage memory, i.e., control variable data 
to be stored in the data memory are at least one of control-apparatus- 
specific data and vehicle-specific data and learning storage data, the 
vehicle-specific data including at least one of vehicle type data and vehicle 
sensor environment data) [Par. 0086-0088]; transferring, when the engine 
electronic control unit is replaced, the backup data via the vehicular 
communication network to a replaced engine electronic control unit from any of 
the electronic units with reference to the flag provided in the replaced engine 
electronic unit (the data memory abnormality judging means is constructed 
to judge whether the variable control data stored in the nonvolatile data 
memory are normal or abnormal); and initializing the replaced engine 
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electronic unit with the backup data transferred via the vehicular communication 
network (writing estimated variable control data or replacement control 
variable on the basis of reference data that have been stored in another 
nonvolatile memory in advance as backup information stored in the 
reference data storage memory)[ Fig. 2; Par. 0131-0132, 0136-0138, 0160]. 

With respect to claim 3, Hashimoto teaches the vehicular data backup method 
further comprising demanding a transferring of the backup data from any of the 
electronic units when the engine electronic control unit has been replaced; and 
when it has been determined that the backup data which has been transferred 
from any of the electronic control units when the engine electronic control unit 
has been replaced cannot be used, initializing the engine electronic control unit 
with default data (writing estimated variable control data or replacement 
control variable on the basis of reference data that have been stored in 
another nonvolatile memory in advance as backup information stored in 
the reference data storage memory)[Par. 0136-0138, 0160]. 
With respect to claim 4, Hashimoto teaches the vehicular data backup method 
wherein the default data is stored in a memory in the engine electronic control 
unit (writing estimated variable control data or replacement control variable 
on the basis of reference data that have been stored in another nonvolatile 
memory in advance as backup information stored in the reference data 
storage memory)[Par. 0136-0138, 0160]. 
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With respect to claim 5, Hashimoto teaches the vehicular data backup method, 
wherein a non-volatile memory is disposed in the electronic unit, and the backup 
data is stored in the non-volatile memory (writing estimated variable control 
data or replacement control variable on the basis of reference data that 
have been stored in another nonvolatile memory in advance as backup 
information stored in the reference data storage memory)[Par. 0136-0138, 
0160]. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pierre-Michel Bataille whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4178. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00A to 5:30P). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew M. Kim can be reached on (571) 272-4182. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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